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THE BIG MOV

After plenty of preparation we thought the move would go smoothly, but we were in for a rude awakening!

In preparing for our endeavor as new
missionaries we talked to many current and
former missionaries, as well as read the
accounts of former missionaries like Hudson
Taylor and C.T. Studd. Despite all the stories
of roadblocks, detours, and unmet
expectations, we were still surprised when
our trip to Guatemala didn’t go as planned.

We showed up at Reagan International
Airport in Washington D.C. at 4:30 a.m. with
all our material possessions, except for a few
things we left in storage in Pittsburgh, only to
learn that the airline had made 2 major
mistakes when they sold us our tickets.

We had purchased space for 3 additional
pieces of over-sized baggage along with a

ticket to carry on our puppy, Jeffrey. When

we got to the ticket counter we quickly
learned that our airline didn’t fly animals to
Guatemala and that they wouldn’t honor our
paid reservations for additional
baggage...Really??

Continued on page 2

\:Saylng goodbye to family and fr:.ends
wasn’t easy. Picture above: Leigh with the
‘ladJ.es from Josh’s family
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HOUSING

PROJEGT

WeOre excited to be
working with the
community to help
families become
homeowners. The high
price of land in Chichi
prohibits many families
from ever owning a home.
The majority of people

in this area would never
be able to own a home if
it wasnOt passed down
through the family.

Loans to the rural poor
are often predatory in
nature. It is common to
see loans with interest
rates in excess of 100%.
In response to this we
will be offering
reasonably priced loans
to families in a housing
development slated to
hold 59 new homes.

Different than the
traditional Owidows
homesO that are made of
wood, these homes will
be made of block and

will be slightly larger

in size. The target
audience for these homes
are working families

that can demonstrate the

Continued

We stood there for a
moment, stunned, before
the news settled in. Had it
not been for our good
friends that live in DC, the
Swims, we would have
been in bad shape.
Instead, we were able to
spend the weekend at their
house where we cut our
seven 70 |b. bags down to
four 50 Ib. bags and
tracked down an airline
that would allow Jeffrey to
fly with us.

Those extra few days
allowed us to catch our

breath and rest after the
whirlwind of packing up our
house, selling our cars, and
saying goodbye to family
and friends. To top it off,
we were able to watch the
Steelers win the AFC
Championship Game.

We walked away from that
experience realizing
difficulties like that are
probably going to be a
reoccurring theme in our
life now, and we have to
remember God is in control
and knows best what we

need.

We came across this fruit, called Jocote (hacotay), or the
cashew apple, which is the source of the cashew nut.

The outer shell on top of the - .- -~ ~ Cisiis
fruit (green) is burned off to R '
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ability to repay the reveal the cashew inside.
loan. We tasted the fruit but were
not big fans. It has a fleshy
texture and a bitter flavor.
But the cashew is, of
course, delicious.
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iélbckw]se: Josh and Leigh while climbing the volcano Pacaya, a traffic jam Ochichi
[styleO and rural villagers waiting to be seen at a medical clinic.

UP T0 DATE

Leigh: Lifestyle:

Upon arriving in Chichi | started right in with  It’s a good thing we like each other, because
my job of coordinating and hosting short- there isn’t much to do here in the evenings.
term mission teams. We recently had The sun goes down by 6:30 and then we
several medical teams and a —— are in for the night. A big night out
construction team visit. Now we are oravi consists of Josh playing soccer with
gearing up for the summer, which is U thelocals and Leigh praying that the
our busiest time for hosting teams. it locals don’t turn on the Gringo!
Josh: S Language Training:

| have been focusing on laying the - Our Spanish speaking skills have been

groundwork for our business development coming along slowly but surely. Leigh uses
initiatives. Having a framework to evaluate her Spanish regularly as part of her job and
potential opportunities is critical for success. Josh continues to take 4 hours of training per
The opportunities need to be sound from a day. Josh has had a few embarrassing
business perspective, but also need to bea  moments, like when he said “l am dog” and
good fit for the culture and local resources. that he likes to “drink donkey”.
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TELLUS HOW YOU REALLY FEEL! 216

Well, | knew this transition
would be hard, but | didn’t
expect to struggle this much.

| can’t seem to look past the
depressing scenery and my
sudden dislike of the food, the
language, and the culture in
general.

The situation was further
complicated about several
weeks ago when we learned |
was pregnant. That was great
news and we are very
thankful, however, the
pregnancy has brought with it
depression and constant
nausea.

Today someone on a visiting
team asked me what | like
best about being here. |
almost choked on my tea. My
mind scrambled to come up
with an appropriate response.

INGHIGHI

Finally, | decided to just be
honest. | said the best thing
about being here is knowing
I'm in God's will. That is all
I’ve got at this point, but it is
enough. I’d like to say this
was all a mistake and go
home to have my baby
surrounded by family and
friends. But, alas, I’'m stuck
here. | know in my heart this
was not a mistake.

Despite my current struggles,
I’m confident God has a
purpose in what we are doing
and even in this difficult
adjustment period. My hope
is that | will be able to
continue to trust Him with the
day-to-day challenges and
allow Him to carry me through
this valley. (And stop being
such a Debbie Downer)

Prayer Requests
« Healthy pregnancy for Leigh

« Wisdom and direction in business development
« Adjustment to new culture and jobs

Thank you for your prayer and financial support!
To make a tax-deductible donation:

Commission to Every Nation

P.O. Box 291307
Kerrville, TX 78029

Online Donations:

Top to Bottom:

Leigh doing triage
at a village

medical clinic, a
local manQOs bike
that Josh
accidentally drove
over, and a medical
team from
Pittsburgh.
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